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'Let's walk': Sheriff joins Flint protesters in show of
solidarity

Ariana Taylor, The Detroit News Published 11:15 a.m. ET May 31, 2020 | Updated 7:32 p.m. ET May 31, 2020

During a protest for George Floyd in Flint on Saturday, Genesee County's sheriff decided to walk alongside protesters. 

In a video that has more than 4 million views on Twitter, the sheriff, Christopher Swanson, was encouraged by protesters to walk with them. 

Swanson asked the crowd of people surrounding him to tell officers what they needed to do and protesters began chanting "walk with us." Swanson
responded by saying "let's walk."

"We want to be with y'all for real so I took the helmet off and laid the batons down," Swanson said in the video. "I want to make this a parade, not a
protest."

Throughout the video, Swanson gave hugs, handshakes, and pats on the back to protesters. When he asked where did they want to walk, someone
yelled out "we'll march to Minnesota if we have to." 
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"Yesterday, Michigan Sheriff Chris Swanson set an example for law enforcement across the nation. I’m grateful for his leadership, and hope to see many
more follow his lead," Gov. Gretchen Whitmer tweeted Sunday.

Swanson has been in the police force for more than two decades. He also served a part in the executive protection of former presidents George W. Bush
and Barack Obama and former Vice President Joe Biden. 

Other videos and pictures show police chiefs in cities across the country, such as Houston, Miami and Santa Cruz, kneeling and walking with protesters. 

Protests have been held in Ann Arbor, Grand Rapids and Detroit for Floyd, who died while being detained by police on Monday in Minneapolis. 

A Genesee County sheriff's deputy raises his fist in solidarity alongside protesters on Saturday, May 30, 2020, on Miller Road in Flint Township. (Photo: Jake May, AP)

Throughout the weekend in Detroit, peaceful protests by day turned into violent riots at night. Police tear-gassed and pepper-sprayed protesters as
protesters threw objects at police. 

Saturday's protest ended late at night with 84 arrests (/story/news/local/detroit-city/2020/05/30/detroit-protest-rally-saturday-george-floyd/5293559002/)
and Friday's protest ended with dozens of protesters arrested (/story/news/local/detroit-city/2020/05/29/detroit-marchers-gather-downtown-protest-police-
brutality-after-george-floyd-death/5284855002/) — many of whom were from the suburbs, according to officials — and a 21-year-old man from Eastpointe
was fatally shot by a passerby.

Read or Share this story: https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/05/31/lets-walk-flint-sheriff-joins-protesters-show-
solidarity/5299264002/

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2020/05/30/detroit-protest-rally-saturday-george-floyd/5293559002/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2020/05/29/detroit-marchers-gather-downtown-protest-police-brutality-after-george-floyd-death/5284855002/
https://statsf-tm.everesttech.net/stats/1/ct?cpKey=6oOWLHTQmiNgR61pFrZC&mpKey=I5GLwcZkBqWgaO9IIcO5&adKey=89G4cCCVlVAerI0xqTl9&sessId=1981959944118918697.5952164690260049639&seller_id=7155&psId=pYEpQsHl88hU4jfGJoNU&sId=0&dur=0&date=&auth=&did=XWupXgAAAD9rDDvh&didtype=EVEREST_COOKIE_ID&stch_id=XWupXgAAAD9rDDvh&conn=unknown&env=site&bi=B09YEVo6BE09Cx-C8ed21mqsfKbDwTNfku5kmdi1mxTR24lX92Iq32BIpsxmv08ZwDHUbPZJ31lu_NoIWT0UfbBtlTse8durpTmuCmYRH8lw5RljiYW1TieYndaNzlFJIRKkK5dAbio1JtL3m6NygChvVWv6ehvyVyfdS27L6NZsGTig1Ck6DXzkMtKz6lHVEAVFv8ErniJm6vPSosnzsD2r09ofayD2wROr7_24bCeiu0NE-gDtrYH4a45mG0od9SC4SkI9X-CuxDRTMdxCefTwg&s=H4sIAAAAAAAAAAEAAf_-q4MwjyY8b471cMEk4le0HKMrfWtBXlvu-ZjS7a7hDII5pVOx1TtAIsb_t7wgQ9P57EO2kWYlblJaWg3XsujC4gHtKN6OGmfYnpCNYMrMtoZWNAWFmBI33TDVqoksq1nq9xTgtFOD2Y4kLAnk6VhX7Z9_lCsAZ9T1heKa7-imNxH1GMj4GXVvE8XY5Sc8lDE80nVd8poLjrIj2-EbevrmV1zsFpKIt-0RR4EvaOcUOVZ16KLVqwZV2PWyNuTewJSAOhz3YiACH7fbhYOittXDYt5afNMvpfvH6AvV6Vmtr_sJcP_SCATVRzZSEu60coV-_HktNKPWK2FKqHFCR-jY41ZpDoUAAQAA&redir=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/115844;4197746;2780292;210;0/?ft_custom=1981959944118918697.5952164690260049639&ft_section=__13330890____78408604709242985743700097416423976209&ft_impID=44039B2B-C231-FBB0-020B-1D2442BF5987&g=43223159CC4837&random=419406624&ft_width=728&ft_height=90&url=https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/plans.html?plan=team&locale=en?sdid=N7FDRSFV&mv=display

